
RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 30 April 1S44 ; — for, 



A RETURN of the Names of the different Union Workhouses in Ireland , 
not having been visited by an Assistant Commissioner, from the 1st day of 
November 1843 to the 1st day of April 1844: — Of the Salary and Allow- 
ances of the Architect to the Poor Law Commission in Ireland and his 
Assistants, for the last Year, specifying the Duties performed by him during that 
Period : — Of the Names of those persons lately appointed Poor Law Auditors 
in Ireland : — Of the Medical Qualifications of theDisTRicT Vaccinators 
appointed for the Newtownards Union ; with Copies of any Remonstrances 
addressed to the Poor Law Commissioners against such Appointments : — Of the 
Number of the Irish Poor who have been removed from any Parish, Township, 
or Place in England to Ireland , under the Provisions of the Act 3 & 4 Will. 4, 
c. 40, between the 1st day of April 1843 and the 1st day of April 1844 : 

A COPY of the Resolutions addressed by the Guardians of the Ballinrobe 
Union to the Poor Law Commissioners, dated the 4th day of April 1844, as to 
the Impossibility of collecting the Poor Rates without the Assistance of a 
Stipendiary Magistrate and a Military Force. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House, 
10 June 1844. 



} 



GEORGE COODE, 

Assistant Secretary. 



{Mr. French.) 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
12 June 1844. 
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NAMES of the different Union Workhouses in Ireland, not having been 
visited by an Assistant Commissioner, from the 1st day of November 1843 to 
the 1st day of April 1844 : 



Cahirciveen. 
Call an. 
Castlerea. 
Clifden. 



Dungarvan. 
D unmanway. 
Kanturk. 
Kenmare. 



Killarney. 

Kinsale. 

Macroom. 

Mallow. 



Midleton. 

Trim. 

Tullamore. 

Wexford. 



SALARY and ALLOWANCES of the Architect to the Poor Law Commission 
in Ireland, and his Assistants, for the last Year. 



Architect, George Wilkinson, Esq. 

Mr. J. Leeson 
Mr. C. W. Savage 
Mr. R. Barney 
Mr. W. P. Doolin - 
Assistants _ - Mr. J. F. Ryan 

Mr. L. J. Stedman 
Mr. A. M ‘Mullen - 



Mr. W. H. Hopper"! Correspondence 
Mr. G. D. Plomer /Department 



SALARY. 


Amount paid 
during 

the Year ended 
31 March 1844 , 
for Travelling and 
other Expenses. 


£. d. 


£. S. d 


600 - - 


207 1 1 6 


190 - - 


118 6 


160 - - 




150 - - 


23 10 2 


130 - - 


218 7 3 


120 - - 


261 7 1 


109 4 - 




100 - - 




/ 160 - - 




1 90 - - 





Amount paid during the year for occasional additional assistance obtained for 
particular purposes, and for travelling expenses on special occasions, £.549. 1.7. 



The rate of allowance for personal expenses to the Architect, is 15 s. a day 
while travelling on duty, and to the Assistants above enumerated, 12,s. a day while 
travelling. J 



Copy of Return by the Architect. 

Duties of Architect's Department, for the Year ended 31st March 1844. 

General Duties off Architect's Office: 

1st. Travelling to inspect building operations at different Unions Engao-ed 
on measurements and examination of builders’ accounts, and of accounts for wofks 
performed for Boards of Guardians. Attending meetings “r Guardian! bv 
appointment or otherwise, on various matters connected with the buMngs ’and 
feveThl\X“ n e S r “>e erection. Boundary ^ 

or o*em!se ‘"“T’ lns P ectm S works at Guardians’ request! 

ho^tak?lt^^ workhouses, fever 

SeDtember un tn thi* p • hos P ltals have been prepared since 30th 

drams for deposit with Guardians. Plans of sites inserH^' f’ ngS and P lans of 

deeds. Incidental work in preparing dr ° ' ms . ert !°" of ‘ iame on leases or 

Commissioners for particular purpose! Premring’nT ^Government or by 

houses for the Committee of the House of I J g r P ■ of different sized work- 

depositing and in re-Iepositing fhe sets of num! P °° r - 1,1 »&***• 

out of the office for various purposes Inm " dr ? wl , n g s P ass '"g m a "d 
various purposes. In preparing particulars of ironmongery, 

and 
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and getting the same forwarded to the different buildings. Filling up forms, and 
communicating with contractors and masters of workhouses, and in attending to 
various incidental matters from time to time arising. 

3d. In the examination of the different building accounts for fixtures and extra 
works, and in measurements, calculations, checkings and figurings connected 
therewith. 

Architects’ particular Duties. 

Occupied more or less on the foregoing duties, and in superintending, giving 
instructions to the different persons employed thereon ; reporting on different 
matters to the Poor Law Commissioners ; occupied in correspondence, and various 
incidental matters connected with Returns required for Houses of Parliament, 
Government, &c. 

The Number of Documents registered in the past year, is as follows : 



Number of contractors’ building accounts reported on 42 

Number of letters received in architect’s department, and 

disposed of by answers or otherwise ... - - 2,968 

N umber of letters originated 864 

Number of papers referred from the Poor Law Commissioners 
and answered, being minutes of Guardians and other commu- 
nications on a variety of subjects ----- 2,098 



Names of the different Assistants in the Architect’s department, up to the 
end of March 1844. 

On Building Accounts : 

Mr. Leeson j All left at the end of March 1844. Mr. Leeson giving partial 
Mr. Savage ^assistance until the completion of the building accounts, of which 
Mr. Stedmanjl5 remain to be adjusted. 

In travelling and occasional Office Duties : — Mr. Doolin and Mr. Ryan. 

Mr. Doolin’s engagement terminated at the end of the year. 

Office Duties : — Mr. Barney and Mr. M'Mullen. 

On drawings and other matters embraced in the 2d division. 

Two assistants are occupied in the writing and correspondence department. 
Occasional additional assistance has been obtained for particular purposes. 

10 May 1844. (signed) Geo. Wilkinson, 

Architect. 

NAMES of those Persons lately appointed Poor Law Auditors in Ireland. 
Captain Richard Owen, u. N. I Charles Matthew, Esq. 

George Binks Braddell, Esq. | Thomas Murray, Esq. 



MEDICAL Qualifications of the District Vaccinators appointed for the 
Newtownards Union ; with Copies of any Remonstrances addressed to the 
Poor Law Commissioners against such Appointments. 

(From Returns from the Officers of the Union.) 

Names of Vaccinators. Medical Qualifications. 



James Frame- - - - 



Thomas B. Getty - - 



Robert L. Hays - - - 

Joseph Orr - - - - 

37^ 



Diploma from the Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons 
of Glasgow, and all the necessary certificates for 
obtaining the same. 

Passed examination as Surgeon at the Royal College 
of Surgeons, Edinburgh, in 1828 ; was also a mem- 
ber of the “ Edinburgh Hunterian Medical Society,” 
and for the last 10 years Surgeon to the Donaghadee 
Dispensary. 

Doctor of Medicine from the University of Glasgow. 

Licentiate of the Royal College of Surgeons of Edin- 
burgh, licensed Accoucheur and Apothecary. 

A 2 William 
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Names of Vaccinators. 



Medical Qualifications. 



William Richey - - - Surgical diploma from the Faculty of Physicians and 

Surgeons of Glasgow. 

William Simpson - - Member of the Royal College of Surgeons of London, 
Surgeon, it. n. 



(No. 11,037, D/43.) 

Letter from Mr. John M‘K. O’Neill to the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, Comber, County Down, 7 June 1843. 

I cannot omit, for sake of the poor, to lay before you the circumstance of 
unqualified practitioners having been appointed as public inoculators, and conse- 
quently the just intentions of the Legislature frustrated. In this the Union of 
Comber an individual has been appointed named James Frame, who keeps an 
apothecary’s shop, and who is unqualified either as a surgeon or apothecary, and 
is radically ignorant in every respect. He also advertises to inoculate in the 
division of Tullygirvin (a distance of three miles from his residence), where he 
never attends, but makes his brother, another unqualified person, perform the 
duty as his deputy. 

Such people as these (and no doubt there are many more cases of a similar 
nature), are elected by the Guardians, some through religion, some through 
politics, and others through family connexion: in all such cases their qualifica- 
tions are never called on or demanded. When a dispensary or medical charity is 
vacant, it is always advertised that candidates are to send in their credentials to 
the secretary some time previous to the day of election. If this plan were 
adopted by the Poor Law Commissioners in Ireland, then all would be correct 
but in no other way will the Act of Parliament be carried out. At present, 
money levied off the rate-payers of the Union is expended to no purpose ; therefore* 
I deem it proper to acquaint you with the circumstance, before the attention of 
Parliament is drawn to the subject. 

I am, &c. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) John MK. O’Neill. 

&c. &c. &c., Dublin. 

P- S.—l shall feel much obliged for your reply, with your wishes on the 
subject. 



J. M'K. O’N. 



Reply to the foregoing. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin 
Sir, 9 June 1843. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 7th instant, relative to the appointment of vaccinators in the 
Newtownards Union, and I am to state in reply, that the Commissioners are 
advised that an apothecary is qualified to vaccinate, but that inquiry will be made 
into the circumstances to which you refer. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 



Letter from the Poor Law Commissioners to the Board of Guardians 
accompanying Copy of foregoing Letter. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 9 June 1843. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to forward to you herewith for 
the information of the Board of Guardians of the Newtownards Union, a copy of 
a communication which the Commissioners have received from Mr. John M‘K. 
O’Neill relative to the appointment of vaccinators in the Union, and I am to request 
that the Commissioners may be furnished with the Guardians’ observations thereon. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Arthur Mom, Chief Clerl. 

The Clerk to the Board of Guardians 
of the Newtownards Union. 
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(No. 11,220, D/43.) 

Letter from Mr. John M‘K. O’Neill to the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, Comber, County Down, 11 June 1843. 

I HAVE been honoured by your letter of the 10th instant, and beg to say, that 
I was aware when ! complained to you, that an apothecary is eligible to be 
appointed a public vaccinator under the Poor Law Act; but this person, James 
Frame, is not an apothecary, he is merely a retail druggist, and has no license 
from the Apothecaries’ Hall of Dublin, without which he is not by law an apothe- 
cary, and your Board of Guardians at Newtownards should have been more 
guarded by not appointing ignorant and unqualified persons to fill situations of 
considerable importance to the public health. 

In all new institutions abuses occasionally arise, principally from the causes I 
have stated in my former letter to you ; but, gentlemen, I have no doubt now that 
you are apprised of them, but that you will apply the proper remedy in this and all 
other cases. I respectfully request that you will have this person’s qualifications 
(if any) forwarded to you for your immediate satisfaction and scrutiny, and not 
take the “ ipse dixit” of the Board of Guardians in a case in which the Commis- 
sioners are accountable to Parliament. 

I have, &c. 

The Commissioners of Poor Law, (signed) John M l K. O’Neill. 

&c. &c. &c., Dublin. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians accompanying Copy of 
the preceding Letter. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 20 June 1843. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to forward to you the enclosed 
copy of a communication which they have received from Mr. John M‘K. O’Neill, 
relative to the qualification of one of the vaccinators in the Newtownards Union, 
and I am to request that you will inform the Commissioners of the nature of 
Mr. Frame’s qualification. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

The Clerk to the Board of Guardians 
of the Newtownards Union. 

(No. 12,108, D/43.) 

Extract from Minutes of Meeting of Board of Guardians, held on the 
21st of June 1843. 

Present In the Chair, Guy Stone, Esq. — Other Guardians : F. S. Crawford, 
Esq., also Messrs. Black, M'Kitterick, Johnston, Dalgell, Thompson, Captain 
M'Kee, Montgomery, Dodds and Miller. 

A correspondence between Mr. J. M‘K. O’Neill, of Comber, and the Poor Law 
Commissioners relative to the qualifications of Dr. Frame as vaccinator, having been 
read, 

It was moved by Mr. Crawford, seconded by Mr. Dalgell, and resolved, 

“ That the matter be referred to the Guardians of Comber, Ballymeglaff and 
Moneyrea electoral divisions, of which Dr. Frame is vaccinator, and the ex-officio 
Guardians resident therein, to inquire into the matter, and report to the next 
meeting of the Board. 

“ That a copy of the correspondence be forwarded to Dr. Frame, and that the 
clerk be directed to write to the Commissioners, requesting them to state, for the 
satisfaction of the Board, what are the qualifications requisite for persons now 
filling, or who may in future apply for the situation of vaccinator.” 

(No. 12,115, D/43.) 

Extract from a Letter from the Commissioners to the Clerk of the Union, 
dated 24 June 1843. 

In reply to your inquiry, as to what are the qualifications requisite for vaccina- 
tors in the Newtownards Union, I am to direct the attention of the Guardians to 
the Circular, printed in the Report of the Commissioners for 1841, Appendix (C.) 

376. a 3 No. 2, 
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No. 2, par. 10, whereby they will perceive, that any regular medical practitioner 
is legally competent to undertake a contract for vaccination. 



(No. 12,521, D/43.) 

Extract from Minutes of Meeting of Board of Guardians, held on the 
24th of June 1843. 

Present:— In the Chair, Guy Stone, Esq.— Other Guardians : F. S. Crawford, 
Esq., and Mr. S. Black. 

The Report of the committee to whom the correspondence between Mr. 
J. M‘K. O’Neill and the Commissioners was referred, having been read, 

It was moved by Mr. Black, seconded by F. S. Crawford, Esq., and resolved, 
“That the Report be approved of by the Board of Guardians, and entered on 
the minutes.” 

The Report. 

The committee appointed by the Newtownards Board of Guardians to inquire 
into the charge made against Dr. Frame, of Comber, by an individual named John 
O’Neil], of Comber, met on Thursday, 22d June 1843, the following persons being 
present; viz., John Andrews, ex-officio Guardian and Vice-chairman of the Board 
of Guardians ; Thomas M‘Leroth, ex-officio Guardian ; John Miller, Guardian for 
Comber electoral division ; Guy Stone, Guardian for Comber electoral division, 
and Deputy Vice-chairman of the Board of Guardians; James Montgomery, 
Guardian for Moneyrea electoral division ; John Sinclair, Guardian for Bally- 
meglaff electoral division. 

The following Report to the Board of Guardians was, on the motion of 
Mr. Montgomery, seconded by Captain M'Leroth, and unanimously agreed to : 

“That this committee having called upon Dr. Frame to produce his qualifica- 
tions as a medical practitioner, he produced his diploma of surgery from the 
College of Surgeons and Physicians, Glasgow, and all the proper certificates con- 
nected with the usual courses of Lectures in Glasgow and Dublin. 

“That the committee is of opinion that Dr. Frame is fully qualified and com- 
petent, from his medical education, standing and reputation, to discharge the 
duties of vaccination in the several divisions of this Union, to which he was 
appointed without opposition, and as a proof, this committee begs leave to state, 
that lie is in the enjoyment of very respectable practice in those divisions, in which, 
amongst other families, he is medical attendant in the families of the Vice-chairman 
and Deputy Vice-chairman of your Board, and has vaccinated their children to 
their satisfaction ; and he is also the medical attendant of other members of your 
Board. That there is no electoral division of Tullygirvin in this Union, as stated 
by John O’Neill, but there, is a townland so named in the electoral division of 
Moneyrea, in which Dr. Frame states he attended for 12 weeks, and had only 
six cases of vaccination, on which account, and finding the distance inconvenient, 
he deputed his brother, who resides on the spot, and is a medical practitioner, 
similarly qualified as himself, and of longer practice, to vaccinate for him ; but, 
lest this should not be in accordance with the strict letter of the law, this com- 
mittee have advised Dr. Frame to withdraw such authority from his brother. 

“ That this committee being aware that John O’Neill is not a rate-payer, or in 
any way connected with, or cognizant of, the proceedings of Newtownards Board, 
or any other Board of Guardians, consider his remarks on your Board in both his 
letters to :the Poor Law Commissioners as gratuitously insulting, and is inclined 
to pass over with the contempt they merit his false, scandalous and impudent 
charges against the whole Board, when he asserts that in the appointment of its 
officers it is actuated by the influence of religious or political motives, or by family 
connexion. In the case of Dr. Frame this committee begs leave to state, that it 
was at the suggestion of the members composing it ; viz. the ex-officio Guardians 
resident therein, and the elected Guardians of the electoral divisions in which 
Dr. Frame is vaccinator, that Dr. Frame’s appointment was made, and this 
committee comprises members of all the prevalent religious denominations in this 
neighbourhood ; that their opinions on general questions of politics differ, and 
that Dr. Frame is not in the slightest degree connected with or related to any 
one of them. 

“ That this committee feels assured that one of the Commissioners (Mr. Gulson), 
who has known and approved of the proceedings of your Board from its original 
institution, cannot credit the imputations thrown upon it by John O’Neill; and 

this 
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this committee feels further assured, that if the Commissioners had been aware 
of the character of that individual, they would have thrown his libellous produc- 
tions aside as totally unworthy of notice. 

“ John Andrews, Vice-chairman. 

“ Robert Brown, Clerk.” 



(No. 12,994, D/43.1 

Letter from Mr. John M‘K. O'Neill to the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, Comber, County Down, 4 July 1843. 

With reference to your letter of the 9th ultimo, acquainting me that inquiry 
would be made into the case of James Frame, the vaccinator at Comber, I beg to 
know whether any measures have been taken for the removal of that unqualified 
individual, who has been appointed by the Board of Guardians, contrary to the 
Act of Parliament, or whether he has forwarded to you a surgical diploma, or a 
license from the Apothecaries’ Hall of Dublin, for your inspection. 

I have, &c. 

The Chief Commissioners of Poor Law, (signed) J. M‘K. O'Neill. 
&c. &c. &c. 



Letter from the Commissioners to Mr. John M‘K. O'Neill. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 8 July 1843. 

With reference to your letters of the 7th ultimo and 4th instant, I am directed 
by the Poor Law Commissioners to inform you, that an inquiry has been made 
into the circumstances alluded to by you, and it appears that both Mr. James 
Frame and his brother are qualified to vaccinate. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 



(No. 13,377, D/43.) 

Letter from Mr. John M‘K. O'Neill to the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, Comber, County Down, 12 July 1843. 

I have been honoured by your letter of the 8th instant, in which you state 
that it “ appears that Mr. James Frame and his brother are qualified to vaccinate.” 
As my former letters have been sufficiently clear and distinct on this, namely, 
that he should enclose to you a surgeon’s diploma, or a license from the Apothe- 
caries Hall of Dublin, may I respectfully request that you will inform me clearly 
and distinctly if he has done that ; and if not, through what channel you have 
received the required information that he is qualified. 

In my former letters on this important subject, I respectfully pointed out to you the 
danger that might occur from your taking the “ ipse dixit" of the Board of Guardians 
of the Newtownards Union, men who have now committed themselves for jobbing, 
and misapplying the public money; nor does the evil rest here, but leaving the 
whole community in a state of doubt whether the vaccination has been genuine or 
spurious, by appointing a person to vaccinate, who, I am well aware, has no legal 
qualification at all. I know that a hole-and-corner meeting of these worthy 
Guardians was held in Comber, no doubt to constitute themselves into a corpo- 
rate college, for the purpose of making out a strong surgical diploma for this 
individual, and send that off to the Commissioners to throw dust in the eyes of 
the said Commissioners, and ultimately throw the blame of their own jobbing acts 
on the shoulders of the Commissioners, when the case will come before the highest 
tribunal in the nation. 

It will be fresh in your recollection, gentlemen, that one of your predecessors, a 
Poor Law Commissioner in Ireland, was dismissed for stating that which was after- 
wards found not to be correct, in a case similar to the present, but of less conse- 
quence to the public. It is not my wish to lay the case before Parliament, unless, 
gentlemen, you yourselves compel me to do so ; therefore I again respectfully 

376 . call 
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call on you to dismiss James Frame and John Frame, the unqualified vaccinators 
forthwith, and I shall await your reply for six days before I proceed further. 

Poor Law Commissioners for Ireland, I am, &c. 

& c. &c. & c. (signed) John M l K. O’Neill. 



A COPY of the Resolution addressed by the Guardians of the Ballinrobe 
Union to the Poor Law Commissioners, dated the 4th day of April 1844, as to 
the Impossibility of collecting the Poor Rates without the Assistance of a 
Stipendiary Magistrate and a Military Force. 

(No. 7,888 D/44.) Ballinrobe Union, 5 April 1844. 

At a meeting of the Guardians held on the 4th instant, it was resolved, 

“ That our clerk be directed to communicate to the Commissioners the statement 
of James Glynn, rate collector; viz. that in consequence of the acquittal of those 
persons at the Claremorris sessions, who were indicted for assaulting Myles Walsh, 
a collector, he, Glynn, is afraid to venture in the collection of the rates without 
military aid.” 

Edward Hearne, 

The Poor Law Commissioners, Clerk of the Union. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Poor Law Commission, V ARTHUR MOORE, 

17 May 1844. / Chief Clerk. 
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